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Forgotten Prisoners (Part 1) — Our Silenced Sisters 


Islam Is the Best Saviour and Protector for Women 


“It is my challenge, not only to every single person on the face of this planet Earth, but also, if 
there’s any civilization on any other planet, it’s my challenge to them as well: That Islam is the 
best saviour and protector for women...And I’m saying with all this confidence, not out of 
arrogance, but because | believe that Islam was revealed by Allah (Suhdnahu wa Ta‘dla), the 
Most Just and Merciful God. The God biased neither in favour of men or women; the Creator 
and Sustainer of both men and women. Islam elevates women to a level that has no parallel.” 


— Dr ‘Afiyah Siddiqi 


Dr ‘Afiyah's story 


Dr ‘Afiyah Siddiqi is a very educated Muslimah from Pakistan who holds a PhD in Neuroscience 
from a US University — she was educated in the west. She was also very active in da‘wah, 
calling to Islam and for Muslim women to study their Din. She was both intelligent and 
outspoken — two qualities the Kuffar hate to see in Muslim women. 


Dr ‘Afiyah is another of the countless innocent victims of the US-led ‘war on terror’. She was 
accused by America of being linked to al-Qa‘idah, without any evidence at all, and as a result 
disappeared from her home in 2003 alongside her children. Her family knew nothing of her 
whereabouts and were even threatened when they tried to raise awareness. Despite this, 
amongst the many Muslims who were kidnapped in Pakistan and imprisoned by the USA, Dr 
‘Afiyah’s name is known in the hearts of many Muslims. 


She was kept in solitary confinement for two years as ‘prisoner 650’ in Bagram base in 
Afghanistan. She was tortured, raped and deprived of her most basic human rights. She was 
humiliated and had to clean and relieve herself in front of her jailers and others, with no 
privacy. Testimonies state that she lost her mind under the inhumane conditions. 


After Yvonne Ridley and her team's continuous pursuing of Dr ‘Afiyah’s case, in which they 
uncovered her being inside Bagram, the Americans staged a crime in 2008 to hide the truth. 
They accused her of shooting at two American soldiers with a gun they had allegedly left on 
the ground without realising it, even though not a shot hit them or even any of the walls of 
the Ghazni prison they were all in, nor was any gunpowder found, nor were our beloved 
sister's fingerprints on the weapon. The chivalrous Americans shot her in her stomach, and 
according to their story, she was then transferred to Bagram for hospitalization. 


She was moved to New York for trial and in 2010 she was prosecuted for attempting to kill 
two American soldiers, and not for anything al-Qa‘idah related as claimed in 2003, and thus 
sentenced to 86 years in prison, despite the lack of evidence — innocent until proven guilty, 
or guilty until proven innocent? 





‘We Come with Tanks...and Women's Rights’ 


The West always brags about freedom, equality, and justice, yet their hypocrisy is clear as 
day. How can a people claim to be the saviours of women, providing them with so many 
‘rights’ whilst they silence and torture a strong, educated and outspoken Muslimah for 
choosing the Truth? There is no honouring women for the secularists; they only seek to push 
upon them a warped version of freedom and equality which fulfils their evil desires. 


Torture is a crime no matter who it is against, but the guardians of freedom and human rights 
(the West), not only bypasses their own justice system, but also torture innocent women. 
How many Muslimat were tortured and raped in the AbU Ghurayb prison in the name of 
democracy and women’s rights? 


And what of the West’s support for a terrorist organisation in Syria; an organisation that is 
known to abuse Muslimah captives and placing them in inhospitable conditions in desert 
camps. All of this is to aid the spread of the secular democratic system which will provide 
rights for the Muslimat and save them from the oppression of Islam? Na‘udhu Billah! 


'The West Honours Women'? 


The Kuffar have no concern for women's rights at all, nor human rights. Let us take the 
example of France, the bastion of liberty, who have banned the freedom for a Muslimah to 
dress to please her Lord to preserve her honour, but allow others to be as undressed as they 
please to conform to the primitive standards of the secular society — is this progression? 


In March 2021, Switzerland celebrated ‘International Women’s Day’ by voting to ban the 
Niqab for Muslim women in the middle of a pandemic where wearing a facemask has not only 
become a norm, but is also mandatory in public places. Statistics show that only a total of 
around 30 of the Muslimat in Switzerland wear the Niqab — a nation came together to revoke 
the rights of a few dozen women, in the name of women’s rights. 


In France, a bastion of democratic ‘justice’, wearing the Niqab is a crime which can lead to a 
€150 fine, whilst it is also illegal to not wear a mask during this pandemic, as a counter cross 
infection measure, with violations warranting a €135 fine — it’s both the law to cover the face, 
as well as acrime, depending on your faith. It was only this week that the French senate voted 
that no girl under the age of 18 can wear a Hijab in public (which is where it is worn majority 
of the time). Although the bill has not yet been passed (as of the date this article was 
published), it is truly ridiculous that there are age restrictions to how much one is allowed to 
cover themselves. 


It is very commonplace for Muslimat to become the targets of harassment, which is nurtured 
by the institutionalized Islamophobia present in our societies. Their choice to cover for the 
sake of Allah is considered to be a form of oppression or coercion, rather than a symbol of 
modesty, honour and dignity. Not only are they mistreated by some legislation, but they are 
also targeted in other more sinister and malicious manners to steer them away from the Hijab. 





Giving A Voice to the Voiceless 


The purpose of this article is a reminder for us all of the situation of, not just Dr ‘Afiyah Siddiqi, 
but all of our imprisoned and oppressed sisters all around the world. A small written reminder 
cannot ever do their causes enough justice, but we hope that it prompts us up to take that 
step towards awakening our hearts, educating ourselves and being more aware of our sisters 
who are in the hands of the Kuffar and apostates. 


Narrated Abu Misa [al-Ash‘ari]: The Prophet & said, 
“Free the captives, feed the hungry and pay a visit to the sick.” 
Sahth al-Bukhari (3046) 


One should not hear about such tragedies without realising the importance of working to give 
these silenced sisters a voice again and doing what we can to be a nation that works for 
justice. As Dr. ‘Afiyah said, “Islam elevates women to a level that has no parallel”, and so it 
our duty to honour our sisters through knowing their situation, being their voice, campaigning 
for their freedom, and working towards a solution that will provide an environment where 
their honour and dignity can be preserved. 


Ibn Taymiyah said: 


“Freeing the prisoners is one of the greatest compulsory deeds and spending ransom money 
and other means towards that, is one of the greatest ways to come close to Allah.” 


Al-Fatawa (28/635) 
Allah 2& says, 


“And they give food, in spite of their love for it, to the poor, the orphan, and the captive, 
(saying): ‘We feed you seeking Allah’s Face only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from 
you.’” - Surah al-Insan (76): 8-9 


Let us not look to the West for freedom and women's rights; Allah, the Most Merciful and 
Most Just, has provided us with the Truth and the best way of life. Let us look to the justice in 
the Shari‘ah of Islam, and shun the hypocrisy and kufr of the secular democratic system, that 
seeks to silence and harm our sisters in the name of 'women's rights' 


Ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Messenger of Allah & said, 


“A Muslim is a brother of (another) Muslim, he neither wrongs him nor does hand him over 
to one who does him wrong. If anyone fulfils his brother's needs, Allah will fulfil his needs; if 
one relieves a Muslim of his troubles, Allah will relieve his troubles on the Day of 
Resurrection; and if anyone covers up a Muslim (his sins), Allah will cover him up (his sins) on 
the Resurrection Day”. 


Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahth Muslim — recorded in Riyad us-Salihin (no. 244) 


May Allah Hasten the Release of Our Honourable Sisters, Imprisoned and Oppressed! 





